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"Heaven is master of brutes (Vieh), not of man. For if
heaven makes a man mild or patient, we say he has a lamb's
mind or is like the dear sun; thus the sun governs sheep, not
men. Beasts are dependent upon the stars. . . . He who
rages does so like a dog, not as a man; he who murders is
murderous like a bear. . . . Thus heaven is master over such
men who are like brutes and live like brutes. . . . But man
ought to be a man, not a brute." 8

The most damnable and damaging passions are those of war
and power. They subject man to the blind forces of Fate. A
wise man need not follow them, Paracelsus taught: "It is said
that a wise man rules over the stars. This does not mean that
he rules over the influences which come from the stars in the
sky, but that he rules over the powers which exist in his own

constitution."9

Paracelsus believed in free will, like Erasmus, Pico della
Mirandola, and the other great humanists, who for that reason
were never able to agree with the Protestant doctrine of pre-
destination. A calendar verse of 1508 said:
All the Planets' complexion
Over nobody holds sway
If he wants not to obey,
Because of the great liberty
Which God gave to humanity.
In his astrological calendars Paracelsus warned against trust-
ing the stars. The Church likewise assumed scientific value in
astrological knowledge, but frowned upon nativities and proph-
ecies. Its position had been defined by its greatest scientist,
Albertus Magnus:
"Astrologers are able to foretell the future because people
are used to follow their urges and passions, and consequently